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Pressure is on to get building, but those in construction need
to learn new skills
The Irish Green Building Council says Ireland is going through a “revolution in standards and regulation”.

BUILDERS, ARCHITECTS AND engineers are under
huge pressures to get building as the country is in
the midst of a housing crisis, says the Irish Green
Building Council.
However, they said that the game has changed for
many developers since the boom, and there are a lot
more stringent checks and balances that need to be
met.
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Under new rules, the construction sector must meet
the EU Near Zero energy requirements for buildings by the year 2020, with the council
stating that buildings “effectively have to start paying for themselves”.
Learn new skills
To achieve this many builders will need to learn new skills, something the government
addressed in its Construction 2020 document published earlier this year.
The report states: “Address skills gaps relating to the ‘greening’ of construction …
including the piloting of training initiatives.”
A spokesperson for the council said that Ireland is undergoing a “revolution in standards
and regulation” adding that everyone involved in the building industry have to meet
stricter and more stringent regulations than they did a few years ago.
Due to the building catastrophes like pyrite and the likes of Priory Hall, all eyes are on
the construction industry to not only build sustainable and “green” buildings, but safe
ones too.
Signing-off on builds
“The laws have tightened and there are a lot more regulations to meet than there were
five years ago. Now architects and engineers have to sign-off on buildings and make sure
that builders do it right. There is huge pressure out there for people to get building and
we can’t have the case where people flout the regulations and not bother with the rules.
Architects and engineers are not going to sign off on buildings that are not done right, so
we are going to need more professionals in the industry and upskilling will be needed, ”
said the council spokesperson.
The Better than Best Practice building-skills conference opening today, aims to address
one of the biggest challenges facing the Irish construction industry.
Pat Barry, Executive Director of the Irish Green Building Council, said:
We are in a totally changed regulatory environment to that existing in 2006. It is
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now all about quality and attention to detail.

Read: House building growth was at its fastest since 2000 last month
(http://www.thejournal.ie/construction-hits-record-pace-1720455-Oct2014/) >

Read: Builders are not happy with the government’s new social housing plan
(http://www.thejournal.ie/builders-are-not-happy-with-social-housing-plan-1702659Oct2014/) >
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